ACTIVITY REPORT OF CARITAS FINLAND 2010 (resumed)



HISTORY (1920-2010)
Founded in the 1920s, the association was initially called Katarina association. Its aim was to help orphans and provide shelter for the needy in Finland, such as Russian immigrants. Katarina association was volunteer-based and raised funds by organizing bazaars, concerts and other events.

In the 1960s, the association changed name and became Caritas Finland. It was registered as an association intended to maintain a home for elderly Catholic people. 

In 1970, Nordic bishops founded an organization called Nordic Catholic Development Aid which gave out funds collected during Lent for development aid projects of the Northern Caritas organizations. Some of the projects also received funding from the Nordic governments.

In 1982 Caritas changed its name and statutes. According to the current statutes, Suomen Caritas ry – Caritas Finland rf is an association that supports the charitable work of the Catholic church both in Finland and abroad. In 1982 Caritas became a member of Caritas Internationalis.


ACTIVITIES

Caritas Finland works both with immigrants in Finland and internationally through emergency and development aid projects in least developed countries. 

The Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs grants 85 per cent of the project funding for the development aid projects. In April, the Ministry requires an annual report of ongoing or concluded projects. Usually developments projects are granted funding for three years and it is recommended that a field visit is made once or twice during the project cycle.

In the past few years Caritas Finland has supported projects in India, Moldova, Bolivia, and Uganda. The themes of the projects during the 40 years Caritas Finland has worked in development cooperation have varied and include water and sanitation, health care, education (both elementary schooling and vocational training), improvement of living conditions in slums, cooperatives, and ecological farming. All the projects are designed from a gender perspective. 

DEVELOPMENT AID  in 2010

Bolivia, India, Moldova and Uganda.

1. Community-based drinking water programme in Bolivia 2007-2010, co-financed also by Caritas Switzerland

Project support 105 293 euros (The Finnish Foreign Ministry and Caritas Finland)

2. Ecological agriculture programme for rescue of child laborers in India 2008-2010

Project support 17 135 euros

3. Cpacity building of the rural farmers on biotechnological approaches for sustainability and eco&environment protection in India 2008-2010

Project support 18 597 euros

4. Centre Adriana: Supporting women in crisis situation in Moldova 2010

Project support 39 630 euros

DOMESTIC ACTIVITIES

Fund raising and awareness campaigns

The association has had an office since 1980 and a part-time employee who currently is Ms. Sirpa Monteiro. Her job consists of office routines, project administration (contacts), coordination of immigrant work, fund raising and collections as well as bookkeeping and closing of accounts. She also takes care of the purchase and sales of the Caritas shop.

Caritas Finland raises funds by organizing collections and bazaars and by selling monastery products. Caritas organizes twice yearly diocesan collections during Lent and Advent in order to fund the 15% of the development aid projects.

Traditional bazaars twice yearly are organized on Palm Sunday and before Christmas in St.Henry's Parish hall. Some other parishes in Finland also organize Caritas bazaars. Other fundraising events include the annual World Village Festival and St.Thomas' Christmas Market in Helsinki. 

Caritas Shop

Caritas sells many different products, such as chocolate and cosmetics, from monasteries in France and Spain as well as handicraft goods from our development partners in India and Africa.

Emergency appeals 

Money collected is channeled via Caritas Internationalis

Social / immigrant work

Caritas, together with the parishes, supports the integration of immigrants into the Finnish society.

Advocacy is provided, communication and interpretation is facilitated. Caritas  also provides transport to different events for immigrants dispersed in all parts of Finland. The travel costs of a Burmese priest from Rome are covered yearly. There are only 11 000 Catholics in Finland, out of which a big part are immigrants. There is a real need to strengthen this part of Caritas activities.

Nearby area support

Clothes, linen, toys and other household goods are collected and sent to support orphanages, hospitals and childrens' homes in nearby Russia.

Members 

Association has 210 members.

